Rib metastasis revealing hepatocellular carcinoma.
Bone metastasis infrequently appears as the first manifestation of hepatocellular calcinoma (HCC), and in any case in most patients the primary tumour is detected a few months after its development. We report the case of a patient with alcoholic liver disease, increased levels of alpha-fetoprotein, and no evidence of hepatic lesion in the different imaging modalities, in whom metastasis of HCC was detected in the ribs, whereas the primary tumour was not diagnosed until 15 months later. We believe that all patients with increased levels of alpha-fetoprotein should be tested in an intensified search for HCC and possible metastases, given that hepatic lesions may not be detected until many months alter the diagnosis of metastatic disease.